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Barrier-free access to foundation-funded research advances innovation 
and helps create a world where everyone has the opportunity to lead a 
healthy and productive life.

Gates Commitment to Open Access is Mission Driven
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*Special Issues/Supplements – only the APC’s will be covered 

The Gates Foundation’s Open Access Policy enables the unrestricted access and reuse of all 
its peer-reviewed published research funded, in whole or in part, by the foundation, including 
any underlying data sets.

Open Access Policy: Four requirements and a commitment

REQUIREMENT #1: Publications are discoverable and accessible online

REQUIREMENT #2: Publications will be on Open Access terms, i.e., published under a CC-
BY license
REQUIREMENT #3: Publication will be accessible and open immediately, i.e., no embargo

REQUIREMENT #4: Underlying data supporting the published research must also be 
accessible and open immediately 
COMMITMENT: Foundation will pay reasonable fees to publish on the above requirements*
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• All grant agreements signed after January 1st, 2015 contain the following clause: 

• This clause is non-negotiable – no exceptions will be made 

• Grantee who have signed agreements prior to January 1, 2015, can opt-in to publish on open access 

terms and the foundation will pay the necessary fees to do so.  

• Our goal is to reach 100% compliancy so that all Gates funded research is freely available without 

barrier or restriction.

What does this mean for Gates Foundation grantees?
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Introducing Gates Open Research

An open access publishing platform where Gates-funded researchers can 

publish any results they think are worth sharing. 

• Allow research to be disseminated without delay - especially crucial 
during public health emergencies

• Increase transparency and make it easier for researchers to support 
reproducibility

https://gatesopenresearch.org/

https://gatesopenresearch.org/
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Open Research publishing platforms

• F1000’s own 
platform

• Launched 2013

• More than 1,600 
open access articles 
published

• Controlled by 
Wellcome, 
operated by F1000

• Launched Nov 2016

• More than 60 articles 
published since 
launch

• Controlled by the 
Gates Foundation, 
operated by F1000

• To be launched in 
Q3 2017
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What is different about Gates Open Research?

• Fast – articles published within a week

• Inclusive – all Gates-funded research outputs are suitable: 
traditional research articles, methods, software, data sets, protocols, 
negative and confirmatory results etc. 

• Open – fulfils the foundation’s OA and data sharing requirements

• Reproducible - source data and code published alongside article

• Transparent – open, author-led publishing

• Easy – all costs are directly covered by the Gates Foundation
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How does it work? 

• Peer review after publication (no ‘Editor’, but in-house pre-pub checks)
• Fully transparent peer review (referee names, report and rating) 
• Access to source data
• “living articles”: Versioning (also in PubMed) for revisions, corrections, 

updates
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Publication without delay

Version and peer review status

Usage data

Article is immediately citable, 
with DOI
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Post-publication peer review and revisions

Full review history

All versions are citable and 
have separate DOIs
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Open peer review

Minimal requirements for indexing:

• Approved

• Approved with reservations

• Not approved

Referee ratings:

or

Referees can update the status:
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Reproducibility

Data and software policy:

• Access to source data underlying results

• Data must be hosted in a stable open repository
(e.g. Open Science Framework, Dataverse, Zenodo)

• Data must be clearly described and formatted

• Data must be openly available (with some exceptions) 

• Source code for new software must be provided (Software tool articles) 



Data and software availability section

At-a-glance summary: 
Dataset and source code DOIs and direct citations 

References
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Data visualization

Data widget:
Figshare-hosted data



When will Gates Open Research launch?

• Instructions for authors 
published in July 

• Submission system launch 
planned for August

• First articles published in late 
September
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Questions?

Gates Foundation:
Jennifer Hansen, Senior Officer, Knowledge & Research Services 
Jennifer.Hansen@gatesfoundation.org
Ashley Farley, Associate Officer, Knowledge & Research Services 
Ashley.Farley@gatesfoundation.org
F1000:
Michaela Torkar, Publishing Director, Michaela.Torkar@f1000.com
Philip Dooner, Associate Publisher, Philip.Dooner@f1000.com

Get in touch:

mailto:Jennifer.Hansen@gatesfoundation.org
mailto:Ashley.Farley@gatesfoundation.org
mailto:Michaela.Torkar@f1000.com
mailto:Philip.Dooner@f1000.com
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